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Dementia has become uniquely associated 
with horror and despair. 



ICD-11 definition of dementia:  
‘a condition in which a person loses the ability 

to think, remember, learn, make decisions, 
and solve problems’ 

  
ie Loss 



How the brain is represented 



How Loss is represented 



How Loss is represented 



How Loss is represented 

Zombies 
feature in 

scientific and 
popular 

discourse on 
dementia 



The emphasis on loss isolates people with 
dementia from relatives and friends, due to 

shame and embarrassment.  
 
 

Delayed diagnosis, consequent depression 
and concealment add to the person’s 

difficulties.  



Tom Kitwood’s ‘malignant practices’ 

Treachery 
disempowerment 
mockery 
disparagement 
ignoring 
outpacing 
ridiculing 
stigma 

objectifying 
disparaging 
imposing 
infantilising 
intimidating 
mimicking 
witholding 
labelling 



The focus on anatomy  
stigmatises 

depersonalises 
is inaccurate 

 
The perspective of the person  

with dementia 



The person with dementia  

• harbinger of approaching death 
• loss of identity/role/self image 
• loss of autonomy 
• stigma 

dementia as an existential threat 



The individual’s habitual response to 
existential threat 

• denial 
• asserting independence 
• attachment needs: 

1. trailing after carer 
2. relating to parents 

at some deep level  
something is not right 



drawings by people with dementia 



drawings by people with dementia 
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